
Page 1 March 29, 2020 

 
 
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 

    
 
 

 PARISH HOURS 
 

 

Online Mass:  Sunday Mass will be celebrated by Monsignor Jim, and 

the daily Masses will be celebrated by Father Kevin and Father Andy. 

All Masses will be viewable on the parish website at www.ollmp.org 

 

Parish Office Hours:  Monday-Friday from 9am-4pm,  
                                       Saturday 9am-1pm  
                                       Closed on Sunday. 
 
Chapel Hours:  Open Monday through Saturday from 9am to 1pm for pri-
vate prayers. Please keep all visits short and please sit a safe distance 
apart from others making visits at the same time.  
 
Church Hours: The church will be open for private prayer on Sunday 
from 9am to Noon. Please use the space and distance yourself from others 
making visits at the same time.  
 
Daily Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is cancelled until further notice.  

 
Confessions:  Confessions will be heard by appointment only. Please call 
the rectory office to schedule an appointment with the priest on duty.  
 

Emergency calls for the Sacrament of the Sick  
can be scheduled by calling the rectory.  

 
The parish hours will be updated as changes are made and posted  

on the parish website. Please check back frequently.  
 

Thank you! 

 

http://www.ollmp.org


                 

 

                                                                   A Letter from the Pastor’s Desk… 

 
 

 

 

Dear Friends: 

  

I hope this online bulletin finds you safe and secure, and turning this time of tension into a time of se-

renity and an even deeper faith. 

  

I also hope you have had a chance to see the Masses we've taped for our Parish website, also available 

on YouTube, Instagram, and Facebook. Happily, over 2,400 viewers tuned in to join us for the cele-

bration of Mass last weekend. It is a beautiful way of staying connected in these disconnected times. 

  

In looking for a message to share with you this week, my trusty assistant Patti found an article that I 

had written and published in the Catholic Press back in 1999!! Entitled: Life, The Fragile Gift, it cer-

tainly speaks to the uncertainty we all face in dealing with this deadly virus. I hope you'll read the arti-

cle (posted below) and find in it a message of hope, encouragement, and solace. 

  

 

Blessings on you and those you love. 

  

 

 

 

Msgr. Jim Lisante 

Pastor 
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LIFE:  the fragile gift 
Traveling to the Diocese of Palm Beach some four years ago, I journeyed in “civilian” clothes.  But as we ar-

rived at the airport, I knew that the folks who ha invited me to speak wouldn’t know me without “the collar”.  So as the 

majority of passengers quickly exited, I took some time to transform myself into my priestly look!  That made me the 

last passenger to exit.  Not wanting to make my hosts fear for my absence, I galloped to the terminal.  As I ran too 

quickly, I failed to navigate a sharp turn and found myself bumping into a couple equally determined to get on the plane 

heading back to New York. 

 Knocking into someone is always a little awkward but this time it was more so because of the company.  

It was John Kennedy, Jr. and his intended, Carolyn Bessette.  As all of us shared a little blame for the headlong thump-

ing, we were all mutual apologies.  I think they were a little more patient with me owing to the clerical collar.  Glad I 

changed.  We chatted a bit and they were, as now everyone testifies, sweet, unaffected and gracious people.  They were 

also so closely linked that the two looked to be one person, very obviously in love. 

 Which caused me to  mention that on that very day the New York tabloids were trumpeting their prob-

able break-up, owing to a now-famous spat in Central Park.  I told them it was good to see that the tabloids had it wrong.  

To which he remarked, “They absolutely did,” looking into her eyes with a look that said “I adore you.”  Wishing each 

other a less bumpy day, we went our separate ways.  When I met him, I thought he was legendary.  As I left him, I was 

amazed at the similarity between Carolyn and John and every engaged couple who’ve sat across the desk from me, plan-

ning their wedding.  Two very normal people, grateful for the opportunity to have found a soulmate, a best friend, a 

companion for life’s journey. 

 So what, then, should we make of their untimely death?  That it was a tragic, senseless and powerfully 

sad moment.  That it reminds us, yet again, that there is no lasting protection from death, we are all to face the same God 

carrying with as only the good we’ve done.  That life is a precious and fleeting gift meant to be lived fully and with a 

spirit thanksgiving.  That we should take time to celebrate the people we love and see them as the gifts we’ll one day 

ache for, but today too often take for granted. 

 The death of John and Carolyn Kennedy and her sister Lauren also reminds us about the anchor of faith.  

In this sadness, as in every one before, the Kennedys turn to prayer, to the Mass, to their enduring faith.  You may (as I 

do) have your political differences with this clan, but you can’t help but admire their obvious reliance on the power of 

faith, especially in times of trial.   

 What I don’t believe this death tells us is that the Kennedys (or anyone for that matter) are “cursed”.  To 

believe in such nonsense essentially makes a joke out of the merciful love and forgiveness demonstrated time and time 

again by Jesus.  It echoes the notion of the Lord as a “gotcha God” who looks for us to fail so He can punish the sinful.  

That may be some people’s God, but it isn’t the God of Catholic Christianity. 

 I would hope that the shortened lives of people like these would remind us that human life is fragile and 

perilously vulnerable.  Maybe that awareness can make us less given to verbal violence and physical disrespect we dis-

covery in each day’s news. 

 The fragility of life became personally more evident to me last week in the illness of a friend.  More spe-

cifically, in the illness of my oldest and dearest friend, a true brother I depend on and treasure.  His name is Father Joe 

Lukeszewski and he gives meaning to the phrase “friends are the family we choose for ourselves.”  He is incredibly dedi-

cated to his parish, lives out a real, contemporary and dynamic faith, has a sponge-like heart which readily carries the 

burdens of others.  He is a beautiful man and loyally true friend.  Last week, Father Joe realized that something was 

wrong.  His speech was impaired and he found himself unable to remember words which he used to know.  An attentive 

deacon, Steve Behar, wouldn’t take no for an answer and hurried his pastor in need to a local emergency room.  At Good 

Samaritan Hospital, Joe received great care but also some pretty terrifying news.  He’s got a brain tumor and it looks to 

be pretty serious.  In the days since Joe’s received his frightening news, he’s discovered time and time again that he mat-

ters very much – that many people love and honor his priesthood and his friendship.  That his family (scared as they are) 

need and esteem him.  That he has made (and God willing can continue to make) a wonderful difference in the lives of 

many.  That his parish feels an emptiness with him gone.  That friends who presumed that love and gratitude were sim-

ply understood now know it’s good to say it and show it.  That people whom Father Jo helped through the years want 

passionately to show him what a difference for the good he’s mad in their lives. 

 I hope and pray that my dear friend Joe is given the blessing of health to continue to love and serve so 

many of us who need him.  But I wonder why it takes plane crashes and tumors to remind us that life is fleeting and frag-

ile and that today is the time to live and love as we should. 

 

     The Long Island Catholic, July 28, 1999 
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              A Letter from the Pastor’s Desk… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other thoughts in this season of being home... 

  

Please don't forget to continue helping to support Our Lady of Lourdes Parish financially. Your 

weekly envelopes keep us afloat. I was just filling out my check and donation for this coming Sunday. 

Hoping you're doing the same. 

 

I'm grateful for your continued goodness and generosity. In some ways, needed more now than ever! 

  

Thank you!! God bless and protect you and your family. 

  

  

 

 

Msgr. Jim Lisante 

Pastor 



 

The donations for Sunday 3/22 were $2,836.00  We 

thank those parishioners who remembered, and we 

ask those who are able to try to continue your enve-

lopes and utilize Faith Direct to donate as the parish  

has financial commitments that still have to be met.  

 
Pray for the Repose of the Soul of   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph f. cutugno 
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 From the Our Lady of Lourdes  
Department of Religious Education 

 

 

 

 

Registration for 2020-2021 

Forms were mailed home. Please fill out and return ASAP 
 

All Religious Education families must be registered as parishioners in our Parish. Please 

return your parish census form to our office along with your registration form.   

 

Early bird discounted tuition is in effect until May 31.  Do not delay registration due to financial 

burden; let us know and we will work with you.   

 

The Wednesday 4:00 PM session is especially popular, and enrollment will be strictly limited 

to the number of students that can be safely supervised. If this time is important to you, it is 

essential that you register very early or risk being closed out.  

 

All requirements for Levels 3 through 7 must be fulfilled before students can be registered 

for the next school year.  No exceptions.  The extension for those who have not yet submitted 

them is May 31.    

 

Instruction in Spanish is available for children and adults.  Please call if interested. 

 

First Communion Info 

The following events are tentatively scheduled to take place as originally planned, 
as we await further instructions from the diocese. 

 
Tuesday, April 21 – Rehearsal for readers ONLY at 5pm or 7pm in the church. 
 
Tuesday, April 28 – Communion Rehearsal for all students in the church at 5pm or 7pm, as 
assigned. 
 
Saturday, May 2 – The Sacrament of First Holy Communion at 10AM or 12:30PM, as 
assigned. 

 

 

Message for Confirmation Candidates 
 

Although you will not be receiving the Sacrament this week as planned, be assured that you 

are not forgotten.   You worked hard to prepare for this, and we are very proud of you for 

making this choice to become full members of the Church and to fully commit yourself to 

God.   We ask the Our Lady of Lourdes parish family to join us in praying for you! 

 

As soon as we receive the OK from the diocese, we will schedule a new date.  You will be 

informed by robocall, and a letter will be mailed home. 

 

 

 

 

 



 Parish  
Outreach 
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Food Pantry 
 

The Parish Outreach remains open at this time.  I would like to thank everyone who has continued to 

donate to their neighbors in need at this very challenging time.  Below is a list of foods that we offer 

our clients.  Of course the items most in need now are some of the most difficult to get at this time.  

You may drop donations at Outreach or the Rectory.  The bins in the back of the church remain in 

place should you make a visit to the Church on Sunday.  If you feel unsure of how and when you can 

make a donation, for either the Outreach or the Parish, please call Outreach 516-541-1260 and I will be 

happy to speak to you.   May God bless you and your families now and always.  Again thank you for 

all the good you do! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

*Given current circumstances, there is a very big need for hand soap – bars or liquid.   
 

Parish Pantry Hours for clients:   Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 10:00 – 12:00 

 
 

    ~Leslie Gretschel 
   

“We Care” Blankets 
 

 

We Care Blankets will not be meeting in Room 4 

until further notice.  We are, however, continuing to 

take donations of acrylic yarn.  Your donations may 

be brought to Parish Outreach or the Rectory Office.  

Thank you for supporting the efforts  

of this special group of ladies. 

Canned  
Tuna 

Canned  
Pasta 

Cereal Pancake Mix Oatmeal Syrup 

Canned 
Meat 

Rice Pasta Pasta/Rice 
Sides 

Tomato 
Sauce 

Instant  
Potatoes 

Canned  
Vegetables 

Macaroni & 
Cheese 

Peanut But-
ter 

Coffee & Tea Jelly Juices 

Canned 
Fruit 

Powdered 
Milk 

Soup Jell-O/
Pudding 

Beans Cookies/
Crackers 

 

The Beareavement Support Group originally 
scheduled to start in April is being postponed 

to a later date. Details to follow.  



Our Parish depends solely on your generosity to meet each week’s expenses.  Our regular Sun-
day collections account for more than 60% of our operating budget.  Your continued support, es-
pecially during these difficult economic times, is both needed and appreciated. 
                                                                                                    

                                                               

 Prayers for the Sick Let us continue to pray for 
peace.  Let us also pray for all 

those serving in the military or 
the Peace Corps. 

With special care we pray especially for: 

Sgt. Brian Andrew Dayman US Army, PFC Joseph 
DiCicco Army, Commander Christopher DeMay - 
Navy , Nicholas R. DoLieto - Marine Corps, Timothy 
Erkens USAF Staff Sergeant, Army, Capt. Michael Fer-
rari, USMC, Spencer French, 1st Lieutenant,  SRA Sen-
ior Airman Robert J. Gerry - Air Force, Spec. Steven 
Gianatiempo - US Army, Brandon Goodwin, Petty Off., 
2nd Class, USCG, Stefanie Goodwin, Petty Off., 3rd 
Class, USN, Kenny Greening -PFC-Army, Sean Hen-
drickson -Master of Arms, US Navy, Chaplain Major 
Timothy Hirten, USAF, Maj. Luke Holian USMC,   SPC 
Justin Lansford -US Army, Sgt. Todd J. Lobraico USAF, 
Major Michael Edward Loconsolo, US Army, Pvt Mat-
thew Macario - US Army, Sgt. Matthew McQuade-US 
Army, Jason Moritz - Sgt. USAF, Pvt 1st Class Joshua 
Nichols - US Army, Lt. Col. Thomas O’Connor, US 
Army,  Cpt. David Paolillo USAF, Cpt. Kathleen Paolillo 
USAF, L. CPL Michael E. Porfidio - USMC, PFC Domi-
nique R. Quiban, USMC Capt. Joseph Shultz, Sgt. Mat-
thew Sirianni, 2nd LT, Army, Christopher John Sher-
lock, US Army, L CPL Eric Vazquez USMC, US Army, 
Spec. Zachary Small - US Army, US Army Sgt. Michael 
Stephney, Capt. James Eyester—US Army, CPL. Ryan 
Thomas Albergo - USMC, Private 1st Class Bryan An-
tico - US Navy, Senior Airman Justin Craig, 1st Lt. 
Connor Lewis -  US Army, Timothy Breen Combes—US 
Army, CPL Ken Chun  - US Army, Pvt. Brady 
O’Sullivan—US Army, Sgt. Nicholas J. Schneider—US 
Army, Kyle Beck—Navy Airman, Pvt. Jesse Tiska, US 
Army, L. CPL Jake P. Brandimarte—USMC, Pvt 1st 
Class Jack D. Burton—USMC, Sgt. Nikita Smith—US 
Army, Ashlea Beck, Seaman—US Navy, L. CPL Mat-
thew Carnevale—USMC, L. CPL/E3 Jake Anthony 
Alessi—USMC, Alexander Emmolo—USMC 
 
If you know a Service Member that you would like 

to add to this list please contact the rectory at 

516-541-3270. Please include name, rank, and 
branch of service. 
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Richard Agrillo, Sr.,  Richard  

Baranovics, Lisa Becconsall, Palma  

Beilman, Barbara Belli, Bobby Bernstein, 

Edward Bodor, Emily Brown, Grace 

Burch, Stephen Burch, Jr., Tim Burns, 

John Cappa, Akari Cariola, Marie  

Cariola, Carol Castellano, Robert  

Castles, Ben Ciuffo, Jr., Rose Coppola, 

Billy Coyne, Siham Denho, Vincent David Donowski, 

Eugene Drury, Richard Fasano, Anthony Ferraro,  

William Gallagher, Nora Gannon, Melissa & Timothy 

Gatto, Paul Grech, Paul Greco, Carol Guarino, Jack  

Guarino, Agnes Hans, Marion Harrington, Garrett 

Hayes, Susan Hill, Michael Iannone, Diane Kantor,  

Peter F. Kearns III, Dennis Lang, Anthony Langone, 

Charles Langone, Janet Langone, Ella Linehan, Phoebe 

Luciano, Jeff Luther, Elisa Mae, Fred Margiotta, Lena 

Mastandrea, Kevin McCann, Rosemary McCarthy, Carol 

McNeany, Florence Mirro, Marie Molloy, Amparo  

Monsalve, Adriana Moritz, George Moritz, Mary Mullin, 

Herman Navon, Camila Nessim, Dennis O’Connell, 

Ryan O’Day, Roseanne O’Neil, Vincent Pinto, Mary Lou  

Polizzi, Michael Prior, Mary Eileen Prisinzano,  

Rodrigues Family, Irene Romano, Sheila Rosenbaum, 

Pat Salmeron, Maria Scarpati, Scott Schneider, Janet 

Shavel, Jennifer Shriver, Cliff Stevko, Patrick  

Stutzman, Kathy Sullivan, Rose Suthard, Daniel Thut, 

Ann Marie Tiné, Marie Tiné, Elizabeth Thompson,  

Larry Tomanelli, Jean Trier, Deacon Dominick  

Valdaro, Pat Valdaro, Diana Vallone, Tara Vitale,  

Ursula Vobis 

MARCH 29, 2020 

 

Thank You! 
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Our Parish Community prays for the  

Catechists of the Week: 
 

Jillian Sanders 
 

Marie Sanon 

 

and for all our catechists and their families. 

 

The “Prayers for the Sick” list on Page 

9 of the bulletin will be starting over 

again in order to keep the list up to 

date. If you currently have someone’s 

name on the Sick List and would like to keep it there,  

please call the rectory at (516) 541-3270  

and give the name of the person by Monday 3/30.  

You may also call to add someone new to the list.  

Thank you! 
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PRO LIFE NEWS 
 

 

 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE – FEBRUARY 26 – April 5:  CANCELLED for the remainder of the Spring Campaign at 

ALL locations. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY FACE THE TRUTH at Nassau University Medical Center is CANCELLED. 

 

A PRAYER FOR PREGNANT MOTHERS 
 

O Blessed Mother, you received the good news of the Incarnation of Christ, your Son, with faith and trust. Grant your 

protection to all pregnant mothers facing difficulties. Guide us as we strive to make our parish communities places of 

welcome and assistance for mothers in need. Help us become instruments of God’s love and compassion. 

 

Mary, Mother of the Church, graciously help us build a culture of life and a civilization of love, together with all people 

of good will, to the praise and glory of God, the Creator and lover of life. Amen. 

 

 

Life, what a beautiful choice!  Mother and Child, we love you both! If you need help, or if you can help: 
 

Birthright of Nassau & Suffolk   516-785-4070 1134-A Wantagh Ave, Wantagh NY 11793  

Life Center of Long Island   516-798-9100 35 East Willow St, Massapequa NY 11758 

Momma's House    516-781-8637 1857 Wantagh Ave, Wantagh NY 11793 

Mother of Good Counsel  516-223-1013 Roosevelt, Assisting young mothers 

Regina Residence   516-223-7888 Merrick, Housing & Support Services for mothers & children 

Baby Safe Haven    877-796-4673 Don't Abandon - No Questions 

Gabriel’s Courage   631-465-6300 For families who receive a life-limiting prenatal diagnosis   

Hope & Healing after Abortion  866-575-0075 Sisters of Life - Days of Prayer and Healing 

Post Abortion Help   877-586-4621 www.postabortionhelp.org   lumina@postabortionhelp.org  

Abortion Pill Reversal   877-558-0333 www.abortionpillreversal.com 

Natural Family Planning  631-376-3232 The Gianna Center, 661 Deer Park Ave, Babylon 

Mother’s Circle of Hope  631-376-4673 Support, help with depression, anxiety during, after pregnancy 

 

 

Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, the Nocturnal Adoration Society will be  

suspending all Nocturnal First Friday adoration sessions until further notice. 

 

Monsignor Lisante will keep us informed as to  

when we may start sessions in the future. 

 

God bless, and stay safe. 

about:blank

