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Our Lady of Lourdes Parish

June 14, 2020

FROM THE OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH OFFICE:
This Sunday, June 14, 2020, we will resume Masses at our parish with a limited capacity. According to
guidelines set forth by the Diocese of Rockville Centre, we may only operate at 25% capacity in the
church building. Admittance to Masses will be on a first-come, first-served basis. Additionally, daily
Mass will resume this Monday, June 15, 2020 in the Church building. The same guidelines about
capacity will apply to daily Mass as well. We thank you for your cooperation!

The current Sunday Mass schedule is as follows:
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m.
The current Daily Mass schedule is as follows:
8:00 AM in the CHURCH BUILDING
(8PM daily Mass will not resume until a later date)

We will continue to post video recordings of Masses on our parish website (ollmp.org)
for those unable to attend Mass in person.
Thank you all for your understanding and support as we’ve navigated as a church community
through these difficult and unprecedented times. We look forward to seeing you all again
as we start on the path to gradually reopening our parish.
Please take a look at the following pages for further guidelines regarding the reopening of the parish.
God bless you all, and welcome home!
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Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
Massapequa Park, New York
AS WE GATHER ONCE AGAIN FOR MASS, PLEASE OBSERVE OUR GUIDELINES
1. The obligation to attend Sunday Mass is still suspended until further notice.
2. Those who are at a higher risk for COVID-19 (i.e., those who are older than 65 or who have underlying health
conditions) are urged not to come to Church for Mass. Those who cannot attend Mass may be encouraged to
spend time daily reading the Scriptures, praying with their families, watching a broadcast Mass, and making an
act of spiritual communion.
3. Those who feel in any way sick (e.g., oral temperature higher than 99.5F, cough, chills, muscle aches, headache,
sore throat, or new loss of taste or smell) or who are worried about attendance should not enter the Church.
4. When coming to Mass, please enter the Church only through the Front Doors.

SAFEST PRACTICES FOR ATTENDING MASS
1. Worshippers must attend Mass wearing masks.
2. Safe social distancing should be maintained while in Church and on the Church property – at least 6 feet between immediate families or individuals. In the Church ever 2nd pew are cordoned off with yellow tape and cannot be used.
3. Sign of Peace – will not be shared.
4. Holy Water – Fonts will empty.
5. No Hymnals – All Hymnals and Missalettes have been temporarily removed from the Church.
6. 2 large blue containers will be placed in the rear of the Church for your envelopes and donations. Ushers will
not pass the Collection baskets among the Congregation

7. Parishioners are encouraged to wash their hands at home and to bring their own hand sanitizer.
Hand sanitizer should be used before and after receiving Communion.
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SAFEST PRACTICES FOR RECEIVING COMMUNION
1. Communion should be received in the hand.
2. Both the priest/minister and the communicant will be wearing masks. People approaching for Holy Communion
will momentarily remove their masks, then replace them once the sacred host has been consumed.
3. The priest/minister will sanitize hands prior to distributing and receiving communion.
4. Communion lines should maintain safe social distancing of 6 feet.
5. Communion will be distributed only in the hand and not by the Cup.
6. The wearing of gloves is prohibited during reception of Communion.
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Letter to the Catholic Faithful of the Diocese of Rockville Centre
From Bishop John O. Barres
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, June 14, 2020
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
As we celebrate the Solemnity of The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi), we give thanks for the real
presence of Jesus Christ, Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity in the Holy Eucharist. We ask that the Holy Spirit may ignite in
us an even deeper love for the Eucharist after these many weeks of not being able to receive it. Pope Benedict XVI once
wrote: “The Eucharist opens us to an understanding of Scripture, just as Scripture for its part illumines and explains the
mystery of the Eucharist.” This deep formation in the Eucharist and the Word of God is one of the reasons that Catholic
education is so very important for our children.
Every year, Tomorrow’s Hope Foundation (THF) gives the gift of a Catholic education to students from low income families
across Long Island by providing needs-based partial tuition scholarships. The recipients of this tuition assistance attend any
one of the many elementary schools within the Diocese of Rockville Centre and are given a rigorous education in a nurturing
and safe environment.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, THF is currently facing a serious threat to its mission for the upcoming school year. Our
dedicated teachers are doing a masterful job in continuing to provide their lessons remotely. Additionally, many of the
parents we serve have lost their incomes during this time and are faced with significant financial hardships on top of the
already mounting stresses to keep their families healthy and safe. In many cases, with the continued uncertainty related to
the virus, it is imperative that children are able to continue their Catholic education as it provides for the support they need
- academically, emotionally, and spiritually.
We must continue to give parents the opportunity to provide their children with a Catholic education, regardless of the
current financial hardship they are experiencing. For all of these reasons, the maximum scholarship award this year has
been increased from $2,500 per student to $3,500 per student and we anticipate that the need for Tomorrow’s Hope
assistance will be greater for the coming school year than ever before.
THF, like many organizations has had to cancel its traditional fundraising events which raise the bulk of the funds needed
for its scholarship program. This year, the Foundation is raising its much-needed funds virtually, through the THF Stars for
Students Day of Celebration. Donations from this event will allow THF to give the parents of future leaders growing up on
Long Island the financial wherewithal they need to receive a quality Catholic education, the benefits of which will stay with
them for life.
Please consider making a contribution to the Tomorrow’s Hope Day of Celebration, which is scheduled for Wednesday,
June 24th. To do so and for more information, please visit their event website: https://thcelebrate2020.givesmart.com or
call (516) 745-7639. Through your generosity, we can provide support for our schools and families as well as ensure a bright
future for Catholic education.
Please remember… Today’s Children are Tomorrow’s Hope!
Please know that you and your family are remembered in my daily prayers and Masses.
Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend John O. Barres
Bishop of Rockville Centre
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DATE: June 5, 2020
RE: Racism and George Floyd
FROM: Most Reverend John O. Barres, Bishop, Diocese of Rockville Centre
Before the Civil War there was a block of stone on what later became the Belmont Abbey College property in North
Carolina. It was called the “Slave Stone” because slaves being sold at auction were made to stand on that stone so that
potential buyers could see them.
Years later, the Stone was turned and refashioned into a baptismal font that is now in the entryway of the Mary Help of
Christians Basilica on the Belmont Abbey College campus. A plaque was placed on this font that is there to this day that
connects the Waters of Baptism with the freedom to be children of God.
A slave rock transformed into a baptismal font is a powerful image that can help us to rediscover the relationship in our
Catholic faith between repentance and conversion, and social change.
Each one of us today opens our hearts and lives to the Holy Spirit, the indwelling presence of the Holy Trinity within us
and the power of the Body and Blood of Christ to transform us, heal us, inspire us so that we can be instruments of Spiritdriven social change that rejects hatred, violence, racism and blindness and embraces the love and peace of Jesus Christ.
Imprinted in this stone was the emotional memory of the coarse cruelty of the slave traders and the anguish and trauma of
slave families being separated and further stripped of their human dignity. The Slave Stone carried some of the emotional
imprint of the stones of Calvary itself as do historical images from our nation’s history of lynchings, Jim Crow laws, film
footage of fire hoses turned on African Americans engaged in peaceful civil rights protests and now, the recent horrific
video we all saw depicting the tragic and senseless killing of George Floyd, a man who was in police custody on a
Minneapolis street.
On behalf of the faithful of the Diocese of Rockville Centre, I express my heartfelt prayers and condolences to the Floyd
family. We pray for peace on the streets of our cities. We pray that peace, charity and justice may animate non-violent
protests. We pray for our public servants, our police, our first responders and their families. We pray for the witness of our
Church and the ecumenical and interfaith witness we have with our brothers and sisters of different faiths.
On Friday, September 25, 2015, Pope Francis celebrated Mass in New York City at Madison Square Garden. In his
homily, he reminded us of Christ’s presence in every city around the world.
He said: “Knowing that Jesus still walks our streets, that he is part of the lives of his people, that he is involved with us in
one vast history of salvation, fills us with hope…A hope which makes us see, even in the midst of smog, the presence of
God as he continues to walk the streets of our city. Because God is in the city.”
We pray for peace on the streets of our cities and for justice. We pray for a powerful awareness, as our Holy Father says,
of the presence of God as Jesus walks and carries His Cross through the wounded streets of our cities. Two years ago, on
April 4, 2018, we commemorated the 50th Anniversary of the Assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and I shared a
Pastoral Letter “The Dream and Our Deepest, Truest Selves” which has been reposted on our DRVC.org website. Little
did we know as we prayed and prepared for that 50 year commemoration of Dr. King’s death how relevant it would be
two years later.
Allow me to share a brief section of it: “With the help of God, whose love he preached so fervently, Dr. King’s sacrifice
tipped the scales of human history and brought us closer to the fulfilment of a dream, one that recognizes the dignity of
men and women of all races, one that recognizes that the sanctity of human life is the foundation of every human right,
and one that recognizes the rich contributions and legacy of African Americans in our country.”
May each one of us stir the flame of Christ’s love and peace at every moment and in every situation in these painful and
traumatic days.
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Parish
Outreach
Food Pantry
I would like to take an opportunity to thank you all once again for your donations and your continued
support for Outreach during the most challenging of times. We have been able to remain open because
of your kindness and generosity to your neighbors in need. I sincerely thank you on behalf of those we
serve.
If anyone in our parish family finds themselves in need at this time, please contact the Parish Outreach.
All calls and conversations are private. We are here to help those in our parish and in the surrounding
areas. If you would like to donate, or need assistance yourself, I suggest you call first to see if the Outreach is open before you come to the office. Please be sure to leave a message on the answering machine
and someone will get back to you as soon as possible.
Below is a list of foods that we offer our clients. You may drop donations at Outreach, the Rectory and the
Church. There are bins in the vestibule of the church for your convenience. If you feel unsure of how and
when you can make a donation, for either the Outreach or the Parish, please call Outreach 516-541-1260 or
email leslieoll@aol.com and I will be happy to speak to you. If you are interested in donating gift cards, it
is most helpful if they are in smaller denominations ($10, $20 or $25) thereby allowing us to give to more
people.

Canned
Tuna

Canned
Pasta

Cereal

Pancake Mix

Oatmeal

Syrup

Canned Meat

Rice

Pasta

Pasta/Rice
Sides

Tomato Sauce

Instant
Potatoes

Canned
Vegetables

Macaroni &
Cheese

Jelly

Juices

Canned Fruit

Powdered
Milk

Beans

Cookies/
Crackers

Peanut Butter Coffee & Tea

Soup

Jell-O/
Pudding

Condiments:
Salt, Pepper, Ketchup,
Mustard, etc.
*Given current circumstances, there is a very big need for hand soap – bars or liquid, toilet paper, and paper towels. These are the only personal needs items we are distributing right now.

~Leslie Gretschel
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Our Lady of Lourdes - Office of Religious Education, 379 Linden Street, Massapequa Park, NY 11762
REGISTRATION FORM 2020-2021
Tuition is due at the time of registration.
Do not delay registration due to financial burden. Let us know and we will work with you.
Early bird tuition
(extended to July 15)
$ 175
$ 200
$ 225

1 child
2 children
3 or more children

Standard tuition
(July 15- Sept 18, 2020)
$200
$225
$250

Additional Fees: First Communion Fee: $100 due at the end of January
Confirmation Fee: $100 due in mid-November
Lost book replacement fee: $20 ($5 for Level 7 and Level 8 Decision Point book)
Catechist Discount: $50 off total tuition fee

Checks should be made payable to: Our Lady of Lourdes

Family Last Name: ___________________________________________________________________
Mother First Name: _________________________________ Father First Name:______________________________
Address: __________________________________________________Town:_________________________________
Home Phone: ___________________ Mother’s cell: ____________________ Father’s Cell:_____________________
E-Mail of Parent:________________________________________________
If you are registering a Level 1 student, a copy of his/her BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE (not birth certificate) must be
attached to this form, including children baptized at our parish.
If you are registering a NEW student in Level 2 or up, we need a baptismal certificate and a letter of transfer from
the previous religious education program that your child attended.
Student’s Name (first and last)

Male or
Female

Date of Birth

2020-21 Level
in Religious Ed

Name of
Public School

1.______________________________________________________________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________________________________________________________
3.______________________________________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact: In case of emergency, who should we contact if parent is not reachable?
Name: __________________________ Relationship:____________________ Contact Number:_________________
List any additional information that we should know about your child: ie: medical conditions, epi-pen, allergies,
behavioral issues, educational accommodations, IEP, speech, language, reading assistance, custodial issues,
etc:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Office use only
Baptismal Certificate attached

Yes____

No____

Date Received __________________

Amt. Received ________________
Check #_________

Cash __________ Credit Card (attach receipt)___________

Received by: ______________________________

(turn over)
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CLASSES WILL BE FILLED ON A FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS

NOTE: The number of students that can be accepted in each class is determined by classroom space limitations
and safety regulations. Once maximum capacity is met, that class must be closed. Wednesday at 4 PM is the
most popular session and closes very quickly. If this session is important to you, it is essential to register early.
REQUEST ONE CLASS FOR EACH CHILD
Student’s First Name

DATE:________________________
Circle Your Preference

Level 1

__________________ Wed 4:00-5:15pm

Wed 5:45-7:00pm

Sat 9:30-10:45am

Level 2

__________________ Wed 4:00-5:15pm

Wed 5:45-7:00pm

Sat 9:30-10:45am

Level 3

__________________ Wed 4:00-5:15pm

Wed 5:45-7:00pm

Sat 9:30-10:45am

Level 4

__________________ Wed 4:00-5:15pm

Wed 5:45-7:00pm

Sat 9:30-10:45am

Level 5

__________________ Wed 4:00-5:15pm

Level 6

__________________ Wed 5:45-7:00pm

Wed 5:45-7:00pm

Wed 7:15-8:30pm

Wed 7:15-8:30pm

Sat 9:30-10:45am

Sat 9:30-10:45am

NOTE: Based upon available classroom space, we no longer offer a Level 6 class on Wednesday at 4:00PM
Grade 7

__________________

Wed 7:15PM

(Level 7 is ONLY offered during this session)

Grade 8

___________________ Wed 7:15PM

(Level 8 is ONLY offered during this session)

Special Education: students will be accommodated during regular class timeslots in a setting that is appropriate
for the needs of the individual child. Please call our office.
Religious Education in Spanish is available. Please contact our office.

If the class you chose is closed due to high enrollment or canceled due to low enrollment,
our office will call you to arrange for your second preference.
Designated parties who ARE permitted to pick up your children:
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Who is NOT permitted to pick up your child? (For Orders of Protection, please contact our office):
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

For late arrivals and early dismissals, children MUST be signed in/out through our office. Sports is NOT an
acceptable reason for early dismissal. Under no circumstances are adults permitted to go into the classroom
area once classes begin, and only authorized personnel can retrieve a child directly from the classroom.
As mandated by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and the Diocese of Rockville Centre, every
child enrolled in a Level 1 through Level 6 Religious Education program will receive an age-appropriate Think
First & Stay Safe training lesson each year using the Child Lures Prevention Program. New families will be given
a Child Lures Prevention Handbook to review the program. (This Handbook has already been distributed to
returning families). Parents are welcome to attend their child’s Safety lesson.
Throughout the school year, photos are taken at various Religious Education activities and events. Students and
their work may appear, with or without the student’s names, in the Parish Bulletin, on the Parish website, on
official social media pages, newspapers, brochures, and videos. Any parent who wishes to deny consent for the
use of a child’s image must notify our office in writing by October 15th . Failure to do so will be considered
consent on the part of the parent.

Parent/GuardianSignature:_____________________________________________________________________
Your signature indicates acknowledgment of the policies and procedures of our program as outlined in our Parent Handbook/Calendar
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Dear Parishioner:
I hope you and your loved ones are safe and in good health during the terrible coronavirus tragedy we are all
experiencing. From the stories I hear daily, every family has had someone down with the virus, or knows of
someone close who has. We are going through an unbelievable period. Who would have thought that the
day would come when all Churches would have to be closed and parishioners directed not to attend mass?
During periods like this, all of us should become closer to God, and pray like never before. I want you to
know the parish is here to help you in any way we can.
I must report on the current situation at Our Lady of Lourdes. During normal times, we receive between
$15,000 and $17,000 per week in collection income. With no Sunday collections for the past several weeks
and knowing that this will continue for some time, you can see that the parish is experiencing terrible financial difficulties. Fortunately, some are still contributing regularly, about $2,500 per week. This is a long
way from what we normally receive, but when you expect nothing, it has been a godsend!
To relieve the pressure, I am inaugurating the Our Lady of Lourdes Virus Crisis Appeal, with the hope that
some parishioners might be in a position to help us financially. This is a very reluctant decision, because I
know that many – probably most – cannot help. But for those who can, the parish would be most grateful.
Please, even if it is a small amount, know your contribution matters and is counted on.
Enclosed is a contribution form and a self-addressed envelope. If you are in a position to do so, please complete the form, enclose the form and your contribution in the self-addressed envelope and either place it in
the mail or drop it off at the rectory mailbox.
All parishioners and their loved ones are in my thoughts and prayers during this time of adversity. Let’s look
forward to the day when terms like “social distancing” will be forgotten and we will resume being close together and joyfully sharing the “kiss of peace” at mass.
Thank you for all you have done for the parish in the past and may the Lord be with you and those you cherish during this terrible crisis.

In the Love of Christ,
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Our Lady of Lourdes
Massapequa Park, New York
Virus Crisis Appeal
Contribution Form
Dear Monsignor Lisante:
To provide our share in meeting the needs of Our Lady of Lourdes during the coronavirus tragedy all of us currently are going through,
I/we wish to participate in this appeal by making the following contribution:
□

$ other: enter amount $_________

□

$1,000

□

$500

□

$250

□

$100

Please make checks payable to Our Lady of Lourdes Virus Crisis Appeal
………………………………………………………………………………………………
NAME:

_______________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________
CITY/STATE:
PHONE:

__________________________________________________

_______________________SIGNATURE_____________________

EMAIL____________________________________ DATE__________________
□ When we are all gathered together again, in appreciation of your generosity the parish will print an alpha-
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Our Lady of Lourdes
Massapequa Park, New York
Virus Crisis Appeal
Contribution Form
I would like to make my payments by credit card. Please charge my:
□ VISA

□ MasterCard

Please charge:

□ American Express for

□ one time

$____________

□ each month for _______ months

Card#_______________________________ Exp. Date__________ Security Code________
Authorized Signature ________________________________ Date ___________________
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
□ Attached is a copy of a check from the account to be debited.
(This is needed for us to have accurate bank information)
Please charge:

□ one time

□ each month for__________ months.

Authorized Signature_________________________ Date ______________
………………………………………………………………………………………………………

NAME________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________ ZIP__________ ENV.#__________
PHONE____________________________ SIGNATURE_______________________________
EMAIL_____________________________ DATE____________________________________
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We thank those parishioners
who remember to make their
weekly donation to the parish,
and we ask those who are able to try to
continue your envelopes and utilize Faith
Direct to donate as the parish has financial commitments that still have to be met.
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Our Parish depends solely on your generosity to meet each week’s expenses. Our regular Sunday collections account for more than 60% of our operating budget. Your continued support, especially during these difficult economic times, is both needed and appreciated.

Thank You!
Let us continue to pray for
peace. Let us also pray for all
those serving in the military or
the Peace Corps.

Prayers for the Sick

With special care we pray especially for:
Sgt. Brian Andrew Dayman US Army, PFC Joseph
DiCicco Army, Commander Christopher DeMay Navy , Nicholas R. DoLieto - Marine Corps, Timothy
Erkens USAF Staff Sergeant, Army, Capt. Michael Ferrari, USMC, Spencer French, 1st Lieutenant, SRA Senior Airman Robert J. Gerry - Air Force, Spec. Steven
Gianatiempo - US Army, Brandon Goodwin, Petty Off.,
2nd Class, USCG, Stefanie Goodwin, Petty Off., 3rd
Class, USN, Kenny Greening -PFC-Army, Sean Hendrickson -Master of Arms, US Navy, Chaplain Major
Timothy Hirten, USAF, Maj. Luke Holian USMC, SPC
Justin Lansford -US Army, Sgt. Todd J. Lobraico USAF,
Major Michael Edward Loconsolo, US Army, Pvt Matthew Macario - US Army, Sgt. Matthew McQuade-US
Army, Jason Moritz - Sgt. USAF, Pvt 1st Class Joshua
Nichols - US Army, Lt. Col. Thomas O’Connor, US
Army, Cpt. David Paolillo USAF, Cpt. Kathleen Paolillo
USAF, L. CPL Michael E. Porfidio - USMC, PFC Dominique R. Quiban, USMC Capt. Joseph Shultz, Sgt. Matthew Sirianni, 2nd LT, Army, Christopher John Sherlock, US Army, L CPL Eric Vazquez USMC, US Army,
Spec. Zachary Small - US Army, US Army Sgt. Michael
Stephney, Capt. James Eyester—US Army, CPL. Ryan
Thomas Albergo - USMC, Private 1st Class Bryan Antico - US Navy, Senior Airman Justin Craig, 1st Lt.
Connor Lewis - US Army, Timothy Breen Combes—US
Army, CPL Ken Chun
- US Army, Pvt. Brady
O’Sullivan—US Army, Sgt. Nicholas J. Schneider—US
Army, Kyle Beck—Navy Airman, Pvt. Jesse Tiska, US
Army, L. CPL Jake P. Brandimarte—USMC, Pvt 1st
Class Jack D. Burton—USMC, Sgt. Nikita Smith—US
Army, Ashlea Beck, Seaman—US Navy, L. CPL Matthew Carnevale—USMC, L. CPL/E3 Jake Anthony
Alessi—USMC, Alexander Emmolo—USMC
If you know a Service Member that you would like
to add to this list please contact the rectory at
516-541-3270. Please include name, rank, and
branch of service.

Barbara Belli
Tim Burn,
John Cappa,
Billy Coyne,
Thomas Dietz,
William Gallagher,
Jeff Luther,
Fred Margiotta,
Carol McNeany,
Marie Molloy,
Theresa Moran,
Mary Mullin,
Vincent Pinto,
Mary Lou Polizzi,
Joyce Quigley,
Cliff Stevko,
Ann Marie Tiné
Jean Trier,
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On behalf of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we would like to congratulate
Deacon John Crozier and Deacon Rafal Borowiejski on their upcoming
ordination to the priesthood. Let us all keep them in our prayers
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
29 MAY 2020

BISHOP JOHN BARRES TO ORDAIN TWO MEN TO THE PRIESTHOOD ON JUNE 20, 2020

From left: The Rev. Mr. John Crozier & the Rev. Mr. Rafal Borowiejski

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK – May 29, 2020 – On June 20, 2020, the Memorial of the
Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Most Reverend John O. Barres, Bishop of
Rockville Centre, will ordain two men to the priesthood for the Diocese of Rockville Centre. The
Mass of Priestly Ordination will take place at Saint Agnes Cathedral, Rockville Centre, at 10:00
a.m. on that day.
The ordination will air live on Catholic Faith Network (CFN) at 10:00 a.m. It will be replayed later
that evening at 8:00 p.m. Catholic Faith Network can be viewed on Optimum channel 29/137,
Verizon FiOS TV channel 296, and Spectrum channel 162/471. CFN is also available on selected
cable and satellite systems and through live stream on CFNTV.org. You may also view CFN on
Roku, Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV, Android, or by downloading the CFN iOS mobile app at the app
store by searching “Catholic Faith Network” or “CFN”.
At the time of this press release, pursuant to New York State Executive Order, religious gatherings
of more than ten people is prohibited. As of the date of this release, this ordination will,
unfortunately, not be open to the public. For the safety of all, only a limited number of individuals
deemed integral to the celebration of the Ordination Mass will be permitted inside the Cathedral.
If a subsequent Executive Order affecting public gatherings for religious services is enacted that
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impacts the celebration of this Mass, the Diocese will issue an updated statement. Please visit
www.drvc.org and Diocese of Rockville Centre social media (Facebook, Twitter and Instagram)
for updates.
Mass of Ordination Saturday,
June 20, 2020 10:00 a.m.
Saint Agnes Cathedral
29 Quealy Place
Rockville Centre, New York 11571
Those being ordained are the Rev. Mr. Rafal Borowiejski and the Rev. Mr. John Crozier. The newly
ordained priests will be assigned to parishes in the Diocese of Rockville Centre where they will
both serve in the role of associate pastor.

Deacon Rafal Borowiejski
First Mass: Saturday, June 20, 2020, at St. Mary’s Church, Manhasset.
Deacon Rafal Borowiejski was born an only child to his parents Adam and Maria Borowiejski on
July 30, 1980 in Krakow, Poland. He was raised a Roman Catholic and, feeling a strong call to the
priesthood after high school, Rafal entered the Major Seminary in Poland to discern his vocation.
After taking some time off to care for his family, he decided to continue his desire to grow in the
knowledge of his faith. He received his Master’s degree in Theology at the Pontifical University
of Saint John Paul II in Krakow. In 2013 he earned a Licentiate degree in Canon Law, and then
began a Ph.D. program at the University. The call to the priesthood continued to stir in his heart
and Rafal re-entered formation at the Seminary of Saints Cyril and Methodius in Krakow, which
also has a campus in the United States.
After completing a year of formation in Poland, he continued his studies at the campus in Orchard
Lake, Michigan. After some time, Rafal found himself having to return to Poland again to care for
a sick family member for quite some time. When he was able to return to the United States, Rafal,
after meeting Bishop Andrzej Zglejszewski, applied for admission to the Seminary program for
the Diocese of Rockville Centre in 2017.
He studied at the Cathedral Seminary House of Formation in Douglaston, New York, and from
2018 to 2019 he served under Fr. Bob Romeo at St. Mary’s parish in Manhasset, which would
become his home parish in the Diocese. He is currently finishing his studies at Saint Joseph’s
Seminary in Yonkers, New York. During this time, he has also been serving at Saint Mary’s parish
in Roslyn.
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He was ordained a transitional deacon on November 9, 2019, at Saint Joseph’s Seminary by His
Eminence, Timothy Cardinal Dolan.
“I’m looking forward to my new parish and working with the people and with God, with Jesus
Christ, and with the Blessed Virgin Mary,” said Deacon Borowiejski.

Deacon John Crozier
First Mass: Sunday, June 21, 2020, at St. Agnes Cathedral in Rockville Centre.
Deacon John Crozier was born to Marion and John Crozier on September 23, 1993, and grew up
as a parishioner of Saint Agnes Cathedral in Rockville Centre. He attended Saint Agnes Cathedral
Elementary School went on to attend Kellenberg Memorial High School, Uniondale. Due to the
influential people in his life including his grandmother, priests, religious brothers and sisters, and
lay people at Kellenberg, he began to discern a vocation to the priesthood.
In 2011, following graduation from high school, John entered the Cathedral Seminary House of
Formation in Douglaston, New York. He majored in philosophy and minored in theology at Saint
John’s University. After receiving his undergraduate degree, he entered Saint Joseph’s Seminary
in Yonkers, New York.
While in the seminary, John served at Saint Anthony of Padua parish in Rocky Point, Saint John of
God parish in Central Islip, and served a pastoral year at Saint Hugh of Lincoln parish in Huntington
Station. In addition to these experiences, John also attended the Institute for Priestly Formation
in Omaha, Nebraska, and developed his Spanish language skills in San Jose, Costa Rica. John was
ordained a transitional deacon by His Eminence, Timothy Cardinal Dolan on November 9, 2019.
Currently, John serves as a deacon at Notre Dame Parish in New Hyde Park.
Deacon Crozier came to realize in high school that “the truest desires and greatest longings of the
human heart are found in God; the way that He helps us to recognize that most clearly is through
the encounter with His Church and, in a particular way, though his priests.” As he prepares to
accept his first priestly assignment, Deacon Crozier looks forward to bringing that message of joy
and hope to the faithful of the Diocese of Rockville Centre.
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Emergency Care: Maximum Safety
for Urgent and Emergent Needs
Catholic Health Heightened Safety Measures Protects Emergency Department Patients
Catholic Health Services (CHS) maintains the highest level of safety across its integrated health
care system. We’ve elevated that stellar care as we battle COVID-19. This is critical, because
even during a pandemic, people will have accidents or health issues requiring emergency care.
CHS wants you to know our emergency departments (ED) are safe centers of care. In fact, CHS
has been successfully treating patients across the system and performing emergency surgeries
throughout this pandemic. Similarly, CHS has been delivering babies, protecting the well-being
of both mother and child.
CHS has put extensive measures in place to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus—from
intensive sanitization to safe social distancing to isolation of COVID-19 patients.
If you or a family member are experiencing any symptoms that may require emergency care,
call 911 or drive directly to a CHS hospital. We’re ready, safe and able to help you.
You may also contact our ambulance partner, Hunter Ambulance by calling (516/631)719-HELP.
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A PRAYER FOR PREGNANT MOTHERS
O Blessed Mother, you received the good news of the Incarnation of Christ, your Son, with
faith and trust. Grant your protection to all pregnant mothers facing difficulties. Guide us as
we strive to make our parish communities places of welcome and assistance for mothers in
need. Help us become instruments of God’s love and compassion.
Mary, Mother of the Church, graciously help us build a culture of life and a civilization of
love, together with all people of good will, to the praise and glory of God, the Creator and
lover of life. Amen.

Life, what a beautiful choice! Mother and Child, we love you both!
If you need help, or if you can help:
Birthright of Nassau & Suffolk
Life Center of Long Island
Momma's House
Mother of Good Counsel
Regina Residence
Baby Safe Haven
Gabriel’s Courage
Hope & Healing after Abortion
Post Abortion Help
Abortion Pill Reversal
Natural Family Planning
Mother’s Circle of Hope

516-785-4070
516-798-9100
516-781-8637
516-223-1013
516-223-7888
877-796-4673
631-465-6300
866-575-0075
877-586-4621
877-558-0333
631-376-3232
631-376-4673

1134-A Wantagh Ave, Wantagh NY 11793
35 East Willow St, Massapequa NY 11758
1857 Wantagh Ave, Wantagh NY 11793
Roosevelt, Assisting young mothers
Merrick, Housing & Support Services for mothers & children
Don't Abandon - No Questions
For families who receive a life-limiting prenatal diagnosis
Sisters of Life - Days of Prayer and Healing
www.postabortionhelp.org lumina@postabortionhelp.org
www.abortionpillreversal.com
The Gianna Center, 661 Deer Park Ave, Babylon
Support, help with depression, anxiety during, after pregnancy

"The greatest destroyer of love and peace is abortion." (St. Teresa of Calcutta)

